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the profanev account of the sea-monster may
perhaps have some connection with the sacred
one of the large fish that swallowed up the
prophet. A late traveller has concluded, from
the ribs of forty feet in length, and the other
of tbe Lord, and went down to Joppa ; and he found a. ship
going to Tarshish." Now Tarshish, according to the best
authorities, was a port on the Red Sea, for which it would be
a circuitous voyage. In the history of the acts of the kings of
of Judah, the historian says, " Jehoshaphat made ships of
Tharshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they went not; for the
ships were broken at Ezion-geber." (1 Kings, xxii. 48.)
'< And he joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tar-
shish; and they made the ships in Ezion-gaber. And the
ships were broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish/*
(2- Chronicles, xx. 36, 37.) Now, though Ophir has been
placed by some in Arabia, by others in Africa, and by others
in India,- (see Vincent, Volney, and Bruce,) yet Ezion-gaber
is fixed by all authorities at the head of the Elanitic Gulf, or
eastern fork of the head of the Red Sea. (D'Anville's Comp.
of Anc. Geog. p. 441. 8vo.) So that Tarshish was necessarily
somewhere on the east of Africa, unless the circumnavigation
of the Cape in this voyage be supposed. Josephus, in detail-
ing the same story regarding Jonah, which he professes to
have copied accurately as he found it recorded in the Hebrew
books, says, that the prophet Jonah finding a ship at Joppa,
Ue went into it, and sailed to Tarsus in Celicia. (Ant. Jud.
lib. ix. c. 10. 2.) This port was indeed in a sufficiently direct
route as a point of debarkation for a journey to Nineveh ; and
that this was the port understood among the inhabitants of the
country itself, may be inferred from the fact of a pillar being
shown near to Alexandretta, and not far from Tarsus, as
marking the spot where, according to tradition, the prophet
was vomited up from the whale's belly, and from whence he
commenced his journey in a straight line to the threatened city*